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this point, throughout her work his-
tory she had never drawn unemploy-
ment. Still, Cynthia perseveres. She 
continues her job search and she hopes 
something will open up for her soon. 
Our thoughts go out to Cynthia and to 
the millions of Americans who are 
struggling to survive in these difficult 
times. 

It is time to finish the job of extend-
ing these desperately needed benefits 
to people like Cynthia Allen. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING SENATOR ROBERT 
C. BYRD 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to our dear de-
parted friend and colleague, Senator 
Robert Byrd of West Virginia. I have 
been deeply moved by the words of re-
membrance we have heard here in the 
Senate this week and I am honored to 
have been here today as Senator Byrd 
has lied in repose on the Senate floor. 
It is a fitting tribute to the man who, 
over the course of an astounding ten-
ure of 52 years, came to embody the 
Senate, its traditions, and its rules. 

Robert Byrd was born in North 
Wilkesboro, NC, in 1917. He was val-
edictorian of Mark Twain High School 
and, through the course of his life, at-
tended four separate colleges in West 
Virginia as well as the American Uni-
versity College of Law. In the early 
days of his career, he was, at one time 
or another, a grocery clerk, a butcher, 
and a shipyard welder before beginning 
his political career in 1946, when he was 
elected to the West Virginia House of 
Delegates. After 5 years in the West 
Virginia Legislature, he was elected to 
the House of Representatives in 1952, 
beginning what would be the longest 
tenure in the history of the U.S. Con-
gress. 

Senator Byrd came to the Senate in 
1959. He served right up until his death 
on June 28 of this year. During his time 
on the Senate, he was known for his 
skills as a parliamentarian and his 
knowledge of Senate rules and proce-
dure. He put these abilities to great 
use, serving in the Democratic leader-
ship—as either the whip or the leader— 
for nearly two decades. Senator Byrd’s 

ability to use the parliamentary rules 
to his advantage is legendary. Indeed, I 
can think of few others who had such a 
great understanding of what can be an 
arduous and difficult set of rules and 
procedures. 

His knowledge of the traditions and 
history of the Senate were also quite 
noteworthy. In 1989, the bicentennial 
anniversary of our cherished Constitu-
tion, Senator Byrd published a four- 
volume series on Senate history, which 
is a definitive work in describing and 
outlining the storied traditions of this 
great Chamber. Senator Byrd’s love of 
this body was known to all. He ex-
pressed his love for the Senate at every 
opportunity and much of his time was 
spent trying to preserve those rules 
and traditions he held dear. 

Mr. President, this Chamber has suf-
fered a great loss. But, my sadness is 
tempered by the thought that Senator 
Byrd is now reunited with his wife 
Erma, to whom he was married for 
nearly 70 years. I want to express my 
sincerest condolences to Senator 
Byrd’s family. 

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, today I 
want to speak on the loss of the great 
statesman, orator, and author, Senator 
Robert Byrd. Senator Byrd served the 
State of West Virginia and this great 
Nation in the Senate for over 50 years. 
It has been an honor to serve and craft 
legislation with Senator Byrd to pro-
tect and promote the values of our two 
States, which share a common border 
and economy. He represented his State 
well. 

Following my election to the Senate, 
Senator Byrd offered me valuable ad-
vice and direction on the operations 
and rules of the U.S. Senate. Upon 
learning of his passing, my wife Mary 
and I were deeply saddened by the 
news. 

Starting from humble beginnings, 
Senator Byrd was a great example of 
the virtue of hard work and determina-
tion. After losing his mother during 
the influenza epidemic of 1918, Senator 
Byrd was sent to live with his aunt and 
uncle in the coal-mining region of 
southern West Virginia. With a com-
bination of his strong work ethic and 
quest for knowledge, Senator Byrd 
graduated as valedictorian of his high 
school class. Despite his stellar aca-
demic achievements, Senator Byrd was 
unable to attend college following his 
high school commencement due to fi-
nancial constraints. 

At the age of 19, Senator Byrd mar-
ried his high school sweetheart and 
lifetime soulmate Erma Ora James. In 
an effort to support his growing family, 
Senator Byrd took jobs, which included 
working as a gas station attendant and 
butcher, to put his family first. 

After serving in the West Virginia 
House of Delegates and Senate, Sen-
ator Byrd was first elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives and began 
serving in 1953. Unable to stop his quest 
for knowledge, Senator Byrd began at-
tending night classes at the American 
University’s Washington College of 

Law where he received his degree a dec-
ade later. 

Senator Byrd’s love for this country 
and the Senate itself could be seen in 
many ways such as the copy of the U.S. 
Constitution tucked away in his jacket 
pocket and his vast knowledge of the 
rules of the Senate. As he said to many 
of us, ‘‘he who knows the rules will 
rule.’’ 

He believed, as I do, in the power of 
the Senate. He understood that the 
Senate should not be beholden to the 
executive branch, but must remain sep-
arate and equal to provide the nec-
essary checks. As he stated, ‘‘We must 
never, ever, tear down the only wall— 
the necessary fence—this Nation has 
against the excesses of the Executive 
Branch and the resultant haste and 
tyranny of the majority.’’ 

Even in his frustration of the current 
political climate and through his re-
maining days, Senator Byrd continued 
to fight for the protection of the rules 
of the Senate and the rights of the mi-
nority, because as he wrote, ‘‘I know 
what it is to be Majority Leader, and 
wake up on a Wednesday morning in 
November, and find yourself a Minority 
Leader.’’ 

I extend my thoughts and prayers to 
his surviving children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren. During this 
time of difficulty, there is strength in 
knowing Senator Byrd has once again 
been reunited with his sweetheart and 
the son he missed dearly. 

f 

CYPRUS 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to draw the attention of my col-
leagues to the legacy of the July 20, 
1974, invasion of Cyprus by Turkey and 
its ongoing occupation of that island 
nation. Thirty-six years later, the 
human dimension of the conflict and 
the artificial division of the country is 
evident in many areas. As Chairman of 
the Helsinki Commission, I am particu-
larly mindful of the violations of 
human rights stemming from the occu-
pation. I have walked along the U.N.- 
monitored buffer zone that cuts 
through the capital city of Nicosia. A 
visitor to Cyprus need not look far to 
discover the scars left by the artificial 
division of a capital and a country. 

A year ago this week, the Helsinki 
Commission held a public briefing, 
‘‘Cyprus’ Religious Cultural Heritage 
in Peril,’’ to draw attention to this as-
pect of the legacy of the events of 1974. 
Experts at that briefing documented 
the scope of the destruction of sites in 
the north, including Orthodox church-
es, chapels and monasteries as well as 
those of other Christian communities. 
According to Archbishop Chrysostomos 
II, leader of the Church of Cyprus, over 
500 religious sites in the area have been 
seriously damaged or destroyed. Subse-
quent to the briefing that Church of 
Cyprus filed a formal case with the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights regard-
ing its religious sites and other prop-
erty in the north. A report prepared by 
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